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THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND.

{Riarch 1, 1886,

ANNIE'S PET LAMB; OR, KINDNESS
BRINGS ITS OWH REWARD.
Axxiz PErcY went to spend the day with
a kind gentleman and lady, called Mr. and
Mrs. Fortescue, and in order to give her
pleasure, they took her to see some young
lambs fed, who had lost their mothers.

“See, my dear,” said Mrs. Fortescue,
‘‘these poor little creatures are quite help-
less, and unless we feed them, they must
die, for their mothers are either dead, or
will not take care of them ; so we have
been obliged to bring them to the house.
Look at George, how cleverly he manages ;
he dips his hand in the warm milk, and
they suck it off, till they at last have a
good meal.”

Annie looked at them earnestly, then
asked why one of them was so thin? “Is
it much younger, or is it not given so much
food as the rest ?’

““Well,” said Mr. Fortescue, ‘I hardly
think it does get its share ; for the fact is,
the rest can partly feed themselves, while
this poor one requires much help and pa-
tience, to manage a meal at all. I believe
it will die, for it strikes me as looking
worse every time I see it.”

George (who was feeding the lamb in
question) now stood up and said, ‘¢ Begging
your pardon, Sir, I don’t think it gets
worse, but the others grow faster, and
makes it seem so0 ; if I could only give it a
bit more attention, I dare say it would get
on nicely, but I have not time.”

Annie for a moment was silent, sad, and
thoughtful, then suddenly brightening up,
exclaimed with energy, ‘I have thought of
something ; oh, Sir, don’t you think you
could trust it to me ? do say yes ; I am sure
I shall love to take care of it, and shall not
care any thing at all about the trouble.”

She waited breathlessly for the answer.
Mr. Fortescue pondered, then said slowly,
¢ Yes, Annie my child, I believe you mean
what you say, and if your mamma has no
objection, the lamb shall be yours; but on
one condition, you must promise not to
starve it.” ;

‘¢ Starve it!” said Annie, in astonish-

ment at such a remark, after all she had
expressed. o ;

‘T mean what I say,” repeated he, ‘““and
again I say so; for I know many children
who are given pets; rabbits, birds, &c., on
which at first they lavish so much attention,
and feed them so often, that the fear may
be, lest they should kill them by over love,
and yet, strange to say, the novelty once
over, these very pets are left to die of
hunger, and would more frequently meet
with this cruel fate, if others with more
thought and kindness, did not come to their
aid ; so I think I have reason to say, if 1
give you this lamb, don’t starve it. 1f you
will take especial care of it for a few weeks,
and keep it warm, I should not be sur-
prised if it will soon be able to take care
of itself.”

Annie feelingly promised all that was re-
quired, and soen afterwards, her nurse
coming for her, she warmly thanked her
dear friends for their gift, and returned
home as rapidly as she could, with her
lamb. Annie’s mamma came to meet them,
and was asked to guess what the basket
contained ; but before she had spent much
time in thinking, the lamb, becoming im-
patient of confinement, told. its own name
by uttering a loud Ba, to the great amuse-
ment of its hearers. Mamma’s permission
to retain it was soon obtained. The pet
from this time was honoured by the name
of ‘“Belle” and to make the title still more
suitable, Annie tied around its neck, fast-
ened to blue ribbon, a pretty brass bell
she had been previously given. A cemfort-
able and warm out-house was devoted to
Belle’s service, and each morning, about
six o’clock, Annie superintended the morn-
ing meal, and then fook her favourite, if
the weather permitted, to a sunny field,
where, if not otherwise required, she would
spend much time fondling and playing
with it. So tame did Belle become, that it
would follow her about like a dog, and it
became actually a matter of difficulty to
keep it out of the house, if its young mis-
tress were within. Amnnie could not help
becoming very much attached to one who
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showed such love and devotion to her.
Belle so rapidly improved under Annie’s
care, that Mr. Fortescue, when next he
called upon her papa, and was taken to see
the lamb, did not even recognise it. Belle
was an instance of what care and attention
will do, and certainly was a credit to its
mistress in every way. The following year
the sheep, for it was no longer a lamb, but
a noble looking sheep, had two little lambs
of its own, much to Annie’s delight ; tliese
received as much care as their mother, and
were as tame. About this time 1t was con-
sidered well to send Annie to school. It
was a severe grief to part from her dear
papa and mamma, for she Jloved them de-
votedly, but she saw the necessity, and
tried to make the best of it: it was also
not a little trial to leave her three pets,
but that most certainly must be done, as
they could not accompany her; so, with
many a caution to the servants not to neg-
lect them, and many a request to her dear
mamma to let her know how they got on,
she left home for the first time.

Belle and its young ones had met with
no drawback, but, on the contrary, each had
had two fat lambs; these grew up, and
their wool being sold, money was given in
exchange, and after a few years of careful
management, even after a sufficient sum
was paid for their food, and wages given to
the man who attended to the little flock,
sufficient remained to beceme of the great-
est service to Annie ; for the money in hand,
the fruits of her former kindness, now per-
mitted her to study as she so anxiously de-
sired, enabling her to purchase all necessary
books, paints, and drawing materials, d&c.
Then some of the sheep were sold, by her
papa’s advice, and now she purchased her-
self a piano, suitable for keeping up the
music she had learnt at school ; but I must
not allow you to think Annie spent the
proceeds of her sheep only on herself; far
from it : many poor persons had to thank
her for the little comforts they enjoyed,
and often have I heard them say, ¢‘Miss
Annie gave me this or that; may God
bless her !’ And God did bless her ; He

that no wonder she was a favourite.

has promised to bless all who love Him,
and pray for His guidance to act rightly in
all things, and this Annie did. She was so
kind, gentle, and thoughtful for everybody,
The
last few times I saw her, I was glad to
notice she was just the selfsame unselfish
girl as before, trying to give pleasure to
all around her.

There may not be a lamb to cherish in
any of your cases, dear young friends, but
all have, in a life-time, some opportunity of
showing love and kindness—some more
than others. Never allow yourselves to
feel you have lost such opportunities ; they
may bring their reward, as in Annie’s case;
but whether they do or not, they will al-
ways bring the one reward, of leaving you
with a good conscience and a happy and
contented ‘mind ; for the more we make
others happy, the more in reality do we
make ourselves happy.

GENTLE JESUS.

GENTLE Jesus, loving, kind,
All T need in Thee I find ;
Lead me in the narrow way,
Keep me, guard me, or I stray.

Gentle Jesus, holy, good,

‘Wash me in Thy precious blood ;
Cleanse my heart from every sin,
Make me, keep me, right within.

Gentle Jesus, pure and bright,

Till my soul with heavenly light ;

Guide me through this world’s dark road,
Till I reach Thy dear abode.

Gentle Jesus, while I live,

Health and strength to Thee I'll give ;
All T have to Thee will bring ;

Thou art worthy, Saviour King.

Gentle Jesus, when I die,

Let me feel Thee very nigh ;

In thine arms embrace me there :

Gentle Jesus, hear my prayer.
; JAMES.
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