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2 THE MICHELSTOWN CAVES; OR, ¢DE PROFUNDIS.”

THE NOBLE FLORENTINE AND THE LORD
CHANCELLOR.

In the aixteenth ecentury, there lived in Tlorence a
mevehaut whose name was Franeis Frescobald—a man
of noble fawily, of liberal and well-informed mind, and
whey by the sweeess of his mereantile enterprise, had
aasaed  considevable wealth,  One day o young . man,
with all the indications of the mest wmiserable poverty
whout Ting, haploved him to bestow upon him something
to veliove hiy distresses,  In spite of his emacintion and
vizs, Freseobald fmagined that he saw aboub him the
evidenees of capacity and virtne, and inquired what was
his name, and in what country he was born. ¢ I came,”
sald the  young man, “from England ; my name is
Thewas Cromwell; my father (meaning his father in-law)
i poor man, o cloth-ghearer ; T strayed from my own
country, and eame into Italy with the French army,
where I wus the servant of asoldier, cmrying after him
iz pike and burganet.” Frescobald’s pity and affection
were strongly exeited ; e took the young man into his
hinuse, paid every attention to him as his guest, clothed
Iimuin new apparel, and upon his departure, presented
Lim with a hovse and sixteen ducats of gold.,  Cromwell,
thus assisted, retimed to lis own country, diligently
availed himself of every opportunity of advancing in life,

~andd ab length, having obtained the peeuliar favour. of
Henry VIIL, he was made Lord High Chancéllor: of
Kngland. ;

In the meantime Freseobald was proving that ¢ riches
make for themselves wings, snd fly away
merce became unsuceessful, His onterprises failed, his
credit was destroyed, and he was reduced to penury and
ruin.  In this extremity he recollected that some English
merduts owed him fifteen thousand ducats ;. and he
instantly set out for London to obtain the debt s st
supply.  As ho was proseenting with great earnestness
the business which had bronght’ him to England, he
aceidentally met with the Chancellor as he was riding to
court.  Creomwell instantly rucnllecﬁed him, alighted from
Lis horse, cmbraced him before all his retinue, gnd in-
quired if he was not Fraunels Freseghald the TFloventine,
coneluding his address by, earnestl
very day to pay a visit.u€ Frescobald was
lost i astonishment ot the: cirepstance, and ‘seme timo
clapsed  before he recognised, in the person of ithe digni-
tieal ofticer lio hind seen, the! poor younyg Englishman he
had formorly velieved infguly,  Not o little ‘animated by
so propitious- an event indhe widst of all his discourage-
ments, ha repaived to the Chaneetlors house, and walking

about in the courtyard, he awaited with gomoe agitation |

the return of his friend.  The Chancellor soon arrived;
amd the tokens of extravrdivary abtention and regard
which he heaped upon the Florentine merchant, excited
both the curiosity and the surprise :of the Lord Hirh
Admiral; and of some other noblemen who wire 1)1‘0.«391&.
Huldiug Freseobald by the hand, Cromwell, addressing
the nobleman just named, said, < You wonder, ny lord
that I should so highly prize this man. | ‘
whose means T have achioved this my present degree,”
He then proveeded to navrate the history of himself which

Lis beer stailend & eoneludor Tondineg Tlonene . | N
cent detniled, and eoneluded by leading Freseobald . ‘Lipperary, and as wo had seyeral miles to. travel, . left

into an inner upariment, whoerihe first opencd o eoffer
and gave Frescobald sixteen ducnts, Here,” said 110’
fay friend, s the money which you lent me on my’f
departure from Florence ; here ure other ton which you

His com- |}

st |

1t is he Ty

hestowed upon my appavel, with ten more you disbursed

for the horse I rode upon. Considering that you are a

merchant, it seemed to me not honest to.return your

money without some consideration for its long detention,

Take, therefore, these four bags, in every one of which is

four hundred ducats, to receive and enjoy from the hand

of your assured friend.” Frescobald wished to have

declined this generous gift, but the other pressed him to

accept of these tokens of his gratitnde. Cromiell then
inguired into the reason of his presence in England, and

obtained from him the names of all his debtors, with the

respective sums they owed. = As soon as he obtained this

information, he sent an. official servant to cach of them,

commanding them to pay the money within fifteen days
upon the pain of his .displeasure. The: servant so well.
performed the wishes of his masterind the persons to
whom he applied were so afraid of incurring the dis-
pleasure of a person go high in dignity and power, that
tho whole sum was obtained in a very short time. Nor
did the gratitude of the Lord Chancellor stop- here : he
made to, Frescobald the most magnificent offers of estab-
lishment in London if he would consent fo:.remain in
England ; but the Florentine pined to return to. his own
country, which he did, but he died within a year after
his return, o e .

i

THE MICHELSTOWN CAVES; OR, «$'D¥ proruNDIS.”
Nor far from Midhelstown, Counfy
ig n very remarkable range of cave L 2 single
trange.  Like all the known caverns, fn the world-—kuch
as those of Kentucky, North America, thatin the island of
Antiparos, on the coast of Grecce, several in Italy, and
the well-known cave of .the Peak, Derbyshire, England .
—the caverns near Michelstown are found in limestone
rock, all the hills and mountains in the neighbourhood
(tho long range of the lofty Glaltees included) being of
that formation, The Michelstown caverns have not béen
known miany years, and their discovery was the result
of accident, A farmer in the district, close to the hill
where the caverns begin, one day lost a sheep, and alad
who was near had observed it disappear down a large
hole beside an elevated rock, Hastening to the spot, on
looking down the orifice, the animal, however, could not
be seen, but oice of distress and terror was-heard a

.congiderable digtance underground. Its owner on reach-

ing the place descended the opening with some difficnlty,
a8 it was steep and narrow—and led by the ‘cries of the
terrified, creature, to his great surprise discovered the
caves while he reseucd his sheep. . ’

. As Michelstown is not a very attractive place (at the
period of the following narrative it was half in ruins), and
ns, since railivays have been constructed in the south of
the sister island, it hag virtually been removed from the

Jnain line of traflic, the caves, though well worthy of

inspection, are seldom visited and are little known, We
are thevefore induced to give an account of  a visit paid

;%o them seme years ago in company with a friend. .

We. gtarted on a swmmer's day from Clonmel, County

ab an early h Ehe. heayens were bright and the
country rich and wndulating’; évery grove was musical with
the voice of hirds, so that we much enjoyed our ride. Our
driver, Pat Malone, a true Irishman of that day, added



